In the cyclohexameric centrosymmetric title compound, [Sn 6 (C 6 H 5 ) 6 (C 14 H 11 O 2 ) 6 O 6 ], each bridging oxide O atom is connected to three Sn atoms and each carboxylate group bridges a pair of Sn atoms so that the three independent Sn atoms all adopt SnCO 5 distorted octahedral geometries, resulting in a drum-shaped Sn 6 O 6 core.
Related literature
For examples of drum-shaped cyclohexameric oxophenyltin(IV) carboxylates, see: Alcock & Roe (1989) ; Chandrasekhar et al. (1985) ; Yin et al. (2003) ; Zhang et al. (2005) . For reviews of organotin carboxylates, see: Tiekink (1991 Tiekink ( , 1994 .
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Crystal data [Sn 6 (C 6 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). 
Comment
The drum-shaped Sn 6 O 6 core found for the title compound, (I), cyclohexameric [SnO(C 6 H 5 )[O 2 CCH(C 6 H 5 ) 2 ] 6 or triphenyltin 2-hydroxy-3-phenylpropionate ( Fig. 1) is similar to those seen in related structures (Alcock & Roe, 1989; Chandrasekhar et al., 1985; Yin et al., 2003; Zhang et al., 2005 . For reviews of organotin carboxylates, see: Tiekink (1991 Tiekink ( , 1994 .
Experimental
Triphenyltin hydroxide (1.0 g, 2.7 mmol) and diphenylacetic acid (0.58 g, 2.7 mmol) were heated in toluene (100 ml) in a Dean-Stark water separator until all the water had been removed. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure to leave a white powder; colourless blocks of (I) were recrystallized from a mixture of hexane and diethyl ether 
Refinement
The aromatic rings were refined as rigid hexagons (C-C = 1.39 Å). The carbon-bound hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The deepest difference hole is 1 Å from Sn2. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) with displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms drawn at the 70% probability level. 1.3900 C48-H48 1.0000 C11-H11 0.9500 C49-C50 1.3900 C12-H12 0.9500 C49-C54 1.3900 C13-C14
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